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29 June 2012

Sebastian Roberts

General Manager

2012 Victorian Gas Access Arrangement Review
Australian Energy Regulator

GPO Box 520

Melbourne VIC 3000

Via email: VicGAAR@accc.gov.au
RE: Victorian Gas Access Arrangement Review, 2013-2017
Dear Sebastian

Australian Power & Gas (APG) welcomes the opportunity to provide comments with
respect to the Australian Energy Regulator’s (AER) review of the Gas Access
Arrangements for Gas Distributors in Victoria. In its comments, APG has focused on
the Terms and Conditions associated with the Access Arrangements for Envestra, SP
Ausnet and Multinet for the period 1 January 2013 to 31 December 2017.

Under the National Gas Law (NGL), the AER has the function to review and approve
Gas Distributors’ Access Arrangement proposals for the Victorian and Albury gas
distribution systems. Part of this review encompasses the non-price terms under
which Gas Distributors provide Retailers access to their networks for the Access
Arrangement period.

With the delay in the implementation of the National Energy Customer Framework
(NECF) in Victoria, APG would expect overall that NECF applicable sections of the
proposed Access Arrangement terms and conditions will require revision to account
for this delay. This is most evident in the proposal submitted by Envestra. However,
APG firmly supports that all NECF applicable clauses in the Access Arrangement
proposals come into immediate effect with the inception of NECF in Victoria. This
should happen without any derogation by the AER or the Victorian Government.

Please find attached APG’s specific consolidated comments to sections of the
proposed non-price terms for each Gas Distributor.
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We welcome the opportunity to discuss this with the AER further as needed. Please
do not hesitate to contact me on (02) 8908 2714 or via email at
hpriest@auspg.com.au.

Yours sincere

Hilary Priest
Manager, Government Regulatory Relations and Compliance
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