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Table 2 shows there are some additional commercial customers within new development 
suburbs, however they are not to the same scale as network wide or the regional centres of 
Mount Gambier, Nuriootpa, Port Pirie and Whyalla.  

Economic development and the creation of new employment opportunities in the region is a 
key strategic priority of the District Council of Mount Barker.4 Therefore we expect the mix 
of domestic, commercial and industrial customers to mirror the network wide ratios in South 
Australia. We also note that the forecast a commercial to residential ratio in Mount Barker is 
relatively conservative when compared to those ratios in in Mount Gambier, Nuriootpa, 
Port Pirie and Whyalla. 

The existing 202 commercial businesses in Mount Barker, particularly in the town centre 
where we plan to reticulate, also suggest that our forecast is conservative.  

1.5 Summary 
Based on the analysis we have undertaken, we consider the assumptions used in our 
modelling are valid. In particular we consider that: 

• The industrial and commercial forecasts of connections and demand for 
Mount Barker are consistent with state-wide ratios, and conservative when 
considered alongside similar areas and the existing 202 businesses in Mount Barker; 
and 

• The industrial and commercial forecasts are relatively conservative as they do not 
include all facets of the significant expansion in the region. 

  

                                           
4 District Council of Mount Barker, Strategic Plan 2012-2017, 
http://www.mountbarker.sa.gov.au/webdata/resources/files/DCMB%20StratPlan%202012-17.pdf  




