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Dear Ms Savage, 
 

Ring-fencing waiver application for an EV charging infrastructure trial from CitiPower, Powercor, and 
United Energy: Consultation paper 

 
Erne Energy welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission to the AER on CitiPower’s, Powercor’s and 
United Energy’s (CPU’s) ring-fencing waiver to trial deployment and operation of Electric Vehicle (EV) charging 
infrastructure. 
 
This waiver is part of continuing and persistent attempts by Distribution Network Service Providers (DNSPs) 
and Energy Networks Australia (ENA) to erode ring-fencing requirements.  This worrying trend comes at a time 
when reforms within the sector are already occurring at pace, placing a significant administrative burden on 
the Australian Energy Regulator and stakeholders.  It would be preferrable to see DNSPs focus on delivering 
the new reforms rather than weakening ring-fencing requirements to enter competitive markets. 
 
EV charging is currently provided competitively by specialised EV charging infrastructure providers.  If there is 
insufficiency in the provision of EV charging infrastructure (EVCI) in Melbourne and Victoria, and that is not 
clear, then the requirement to secure the support of multiple parties to deliver EVCI is a complexity to be 
managed.  However, DNSP monopoly behaviour cannot be ruled out as an insurmountable barrier to 
competitively delivered EVCI. 
 
The roll out of public chargers is complex, involving multiple parties, not least the communities that will host 
the charger.  EVCI requires a collaboration between DNSP, EVCI provider, local government authorities and 
communities.  Additionally, the provision of a charger may become a competitive point of difference for 
businesses (e.g. supermarkets, hardware stores, shopping malls) and it is too early to determine that only the 
DNSP can successfully deploy EVCI at scale and at lowest cost in a way that will support EV drivers. 
 
One of the biggest barriers to the successful deployment of competitively led EV chargers are the DNSPs 
themselves. 
 
While the GM Networks (2019-2021) at ENA, representing electricity distribution and transmission networks, 
I had meetings with third-party providers of public EV chargers.  They listed numerous areas where DNSPs 
were failing to meet their obligated service requirements: 

• Time taken to process connection enquiries 

• Time taken to deliver a connection agreement 

 
If the competitive EV charging infrastructure provider could weather the frustrations and delays caused by the 
DNSP then: 

• The cost of obtaining a quote for the connection of an EV charger was high 

• The cost of the connection was high (and agreement hard to reach) 

• The network tariff on offer was often prohibitive and inflexible 








