


AER guidance 1 - issues of interpretation - Annual Information Orders 2024-28
The Annual Information Orders[footnoteRef:1] (Orders) do not mandate any specific technology or tool by which the regulated networks must provide information. The Orders are designed to be ‘technology neutral’ to allow information exchange to keep pace with changing technological solutions, but also to allow all businesses (and the AER) time to transition to alternative technologies.  [1:  	For simplicity we use the term ‘Orders’ to refer to the Annual Information Orders issued to electricity distributors, electricity transmission networks, and interconnectors in April 2024, and the regulatory information notice issued to Power and Water Corporation, also in April 2024. The Orders as issued are available on the AER website at: https://www.aer.gov.au/industry/registers/resources/reviews/networks-information-requirements-review/final-decision. ] 

Data requirements are specified in the Orders in data category workbooks at appendix A. These data category workbooks are defined in the Order as “The excel workbooks at appendix A to this Order.”
The AER has now developed data submission workbooks to collect the data requirements as specified in the data category workbooks.[footnoteRef:2] Section 3.1.3 of the Orders states the information specified in the data category workbooks must be provided to the AER in a manner agreed with the AER. The data submission workbooks are the manner in which the AER has agreed to receive the data requirements. [2:  	The data submission workbooks were published in December 2024 (TNSPs) and January 2025 for DNSPs and Interconnectors. PWC’s data submission workbook was emailed directly to PWC, and all other data submission workbooks are available on the AER website at: https://www.aer.gov.au/industry/registers/resources/reviews/networks-information-requirements-review/reporting-workbooks. ] 

Data submission workbooks 2025-26
The AER is updating the data submission workbooks for the 2025-26 reporting year. These will be made available on our website.
General interpretation issues
Where the Order refers to definitions in the data workbooks, this also means definitions in the “Glossary – Annual Information Orders – 5 April 2024”.  
Where the Order refers to the requirement to report data in a data workbook(s), this means the requirement to report data as specified in the data workbook(s). 
For detailed issues relating to references to data workbooks see:
DNSPs
TNSPs
Interconnectors
PWC
Additional guidance on assurance requirements
The data submission workbook has a sheet called "Assurance requirements by table" which lists each table in the data submission workbook and the Assurance requirements for the information, as per the Orders. 
The TNSPs data submission workbook incorrectly states the assurance requirements for table 2.7.2; 2.8.2 and 2.12.1. The correct assurance requirements, as set out in the Order, are:
	Table
	Table disaggregation (if needed)
	Assurance standard

	
	Sub table
	Column heading 
	Actual information 
	Estimated information

	2.7.2 - EXPENDITURE METRICS BY ZONE
	ASRE2405
	ASRE2405

	2.8.2 - COST METRICS FOR ROUTINE AND NON-ROUTINE MAINTENANCE
	ASRE2405
	ASRE2405

	2.12.1 - INPUT TABLE
	ASRE2405
	ASRE2405



The Interconnector data submission workbook incorrectly states the assurance requirements for table 2.7.2 and 2.8.2. The correct assurance requirements, as set out in the Order, are:
	Table
	Table disaggregation (if needed)
	Assurance standard

	
	Sub table
	Column heading 
	Actual information 
	Estimated information

	2.7.2 - EXPENDITURE METRICS BY ZONE
	ASRE2405
	ASRE2405

	2.8.2 - COST METRICS FOR ROUTINE AND NON-ROUTINE MAINTENANCE
	Not required




[bookmark: _Annual_Information_Order][bookmark: _Hlk199339902]Annual Information Order – DNSPs - Section 4 – Supporting information
[bookmark: _Hlk199232993]4.3 Regulatory Adjustments
‘Regulatory adjustments recorded in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements)’
refers to 
‘Regulatory adjustments specified in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements)’
The Regulatory adjustments must be submitted in the Data submission workbook table 8.1.1 Income Statement and tables 8.4.1 Operating & Maintenance Expenditure by purpose (and 8.4.2 Operating & Maintenance Expenditure by purpose – margins only)
[bookmark: _Hlk199232998]4.7 Material differences
4.7.1
‘actual performance reported in the data workbooks.’ 
refers to 
‘actual performance outcomes calculated using the data reported in the Data submission workbook table 6.3.1 Sustained interruptions to supply.’
4.7.2
‘Operating expenditure reported in Workbook 06 - operating expenditure’
refers to 
‘Operating expenditure specified in Workbook 06 - operating expenditure’ and means operating expenditure reported in the Data submission workbook table 8.4.1 Operating & Maintenance Expenditure – by purpose. 
4.7.3
‘Capital expenditure by purpose reported in Workbook 07 - capital expenditure’ 
refers to 
‘Capital expenditure by purpose specified in Workbook 07 - capital expenditure’ and means capital expenditure by purpose reported in the Data submission workbook table 8.2.1 Capex by Purpose – Standard Control Services – Including Total Capital Contributions. 
[bookmark: _Hlk199233045]4.14.1 Related party information
‘Each related party transaction reported in Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements’
refers to 
‘each related party transaction specified in Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements’ and submitted in the Data submission workbook table 8.7.1 Profitability tax data. 
[bookmark: _Hlk199233052]4.20 Taxable income adjustments
‘Tax losses carried forward in Workbook 09 - Revenue and financial statements’ 
refers to 
‘Tax losses carried forward in Data submission workbook table 8.7.1 Profitability tax data’. 
[bookmark: _Hlk199233057]4.23 Large projects
For each large project reported in Workbook 07 – Capital expenditure
refers to 
‘For each large project reporting in Data submission workbook table 7.5 Large projects.’ 
[bookmark: _Hlk199233064]4.24 Circuit capacity
‘reported in Workbook 03 – Network metrics – Circuit capacity’
refers to 
‘reported in Data submission workbook table 3.5.1.3 Estimated Overhead Network Weighted Average MVA Capacity By Voltage Class, and table 3.5.1.4 Estimated Underground Network Weighted Average MVA Capacity By Voltage Class’.
Annual Information Order – DNSPs - Section 6 – Assurance Requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk199233070]6.4	Exceptions to audit or review requirements
6.4.4
· Workbook 02 – Export services – export volumes
· Workbook 03 – Asset metrics  Asset lives – standard control services 
· Workbook 03 – Asset metrics  Asset lives – alternative control services 
· Workbook 03 – Export services – all tables
· Workbook 04 – Export services – all tables
· Workbook 05 – Export services – all tables
· Workbook 06 – Standard control – Maintenance – routine and nonroutine

refers to 
· Data submission workbook table 3.3.4 - Asset lives (Standard Control Services, Alternative Control Services)
· Data submission workbook tables 3.9.1 - 3.9.9 and all sub-tables on worksheet 3.9 Export Services
· Data submission workbook table 2.8.2 - Cost Metrics For Routine And Non Routine Maintenance
[bookmark: _Hlk199233078]6.6 Audit of actual financial information
6.6.2
· Workbook 06 – Standard control - Vegetation management – total vegetation management
· Workbook 06 – Standard control – Input expenditure category
· Workbook 06 – Export services - Opex for provision of export services
· Workbook 07 – Export services - Capex for provision of export services
· Workbook 08 – Standard control – SCS Benchmarking asset base by asset group - EB RIN table 3.3.2
· Workbook 08 – Alternative control – ACS Benchmarking asset base by asset group - EB RIN table 3.3.2

refers to
· Data submission workbook table 2.7.2 - Expenditure Metrics by Zone - Total Vegetation Management
· Data submission workbook table 2.12.1 - Input Tables – Standard Control – Input Expenditure Category
· Data submission workbook table 3.9.10 - Export Services Opex 
· Data submission workbook table 3.9.11 - Export Services Capex 
· Data submission workbook table 3.3.2 - Asset Value Roll Forward – Standard Control
· Data submission workbook table 3.3.2 - Asset Value Roll Forward – Alternative Control



[bookmark: _Annual_Information_Order_1]Annual Information Order – TNSPs - Section 4 – Supporting information
4.3 Regulatory Adjustments
4.3.1 and 4.3.2
‘Regulatory adjustments recorded in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements)’
refers to 
‘Regulatory adjustments specified in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements)’
The Regulatory adjustments must be submitted in the Data submission workbook table 9.2.1 - RFS Income Statement, table 8.5.2 – DISAGG Opex - Operations & Maintenance Expenditure - regulatory accounts, table 2.10.1 Network overheads expenditure and table 2.10.2 Corporate overheads expenditure.
4.5 Allocation of revenues and expenditures to service segments
4.5.1 and 4.5.2
‘For each item of revenue or expenditure reported in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements’ 
refers to 
‘For each item of revenue or expenditure specified in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements)’
4.6 Material differences
4.6.1
‘actual performance reported in the data workbooks.’ 
refers to 
‘actual performance specified in the data workbooks.’
4.6.2
‘Operating expenditure reported in Workbook 06 - operating expenditure’
refers to 
‘Operating expenditure specified in Workbook 06 - operating expenditure’ and means operating expenditure reported in the Data submission workbook table 8.5.2 DISAGG Opex - Operations & Maintenance Expenditure - regulatory accounts’. 
4.6.3
‘Capital expenditure by purpose reported in Workbook 07 - capital expenditure’ 
refers to 
‘Capital expenditure by purpose specified in Workbook 07 - capital expenditure’ and means capital expenditure by purpose reported in the Data submission workbook table 2.1.1 Prescribed transmission services capex (as incurred)’. 
4.11.1 Tax reporting – immediate expensing
‘List and explain the types of capital expenditure (such as refurbishment capital expenditure and capitalised overheads) associated with the immediate expensing of capital expenditure as reported in the data workbooks, if any’
refers to
‘List and explain the types of capital expenditure (such as refurbishment capital expenditure and capitalised overheads) associated with the immediate expensing of capital expenditure as specified in the data workbooks, if any’
4.13.1 Related party information
‘For each related party transaction reported in Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements’
refers to 
‘For each related party transaction specified in Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements’ and submitted in the Data submission workbook table 7.7.1 related party transactions. 
4.20 Taxable income adjustments
‘tax losses carried forward in Workbook 09 - Revenue and financial statements’ 
refers to 
‘tax losses carried forward in Data submission workbook table 8.7.1 Profitability tax data’. 
4.23 Large projects
For each large project reported in Workbook 07 – Capital expenditure
refers to 
‘For each large project reporting in Data submission workbook table 7.5 Large projects.’ 
Annual Information Order – TNSPs - Section 6 – Assurance Requirements
6.4	Exceptions to audit or review requirements
6.4.4
· Workbook 02 Connections – average number of entry connection points by voltage 
· Workbook 02 Connections – average number of exit connection points by voltage 
· Workbook 03 Asset age – Estimated service life of new assets 
· Workbook 03 Asset age – Estimated residual service life 
· Workbook 06 Maintenance opex
refers to 
· Data submission workbook table 3.4.2 – Connection points – average number of connection points by voltage
· Data submission workbook table 3.4.2 – Connection points – average number of exit connection points by voltage
· Data submission workbook table 3.3.4 – Asset lives - Estimated service life of new assets
· Data submission workbook table 3.3.4 – Asset lives - Estimated residual service life
6.6 Audit of actual financial information
6.6.2
· Workbook 06 – Vegetation management expenditure by zone 
· Workbook 06 – maintenance expenditure by asset category – routine maintenance 
· Workbook 06 – maintenance expenditure by asset category – non-routine maintenance 
· Workbook 06 – Input expenditure category 
refers to
· Data submission workbook table 2.7.2 - Expenditure Metrics by Zone 
· Data submission workbook table 2.8.2 – Cost metrics for routine and non-routine maintenance
· Data submission workbook table 2.12.1 – Input table


[bookmark: _Annual_Information_Order_2]Annual Information Order – Interconnectors - Section 4 – Supporting information
4.3 Regulatory Adjustments
4.3.1 and 4.3.2
‘Regulatory adjustments recorded in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements)’
refers to 
‘Regulatory adjustments specified in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements)’
The Regulatory adjustments must be submitted in the Data submission workbook table 9.2.1 - RFS Income Statement, table 8.5.2 – DISAGG Opex - Operations & Maintenance Expenditure - regulatory accounts, table 2.10.1 Network overheads expenditure and table 2.10.2 Corporate overheads expenditure.
4.5 Allocation of revenues and expenditures to service segments
4.5.1 and 4.5.2
‘For each item of revenue or expenditure reported in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements’ 
refers to 
‘For each item of revenue or expenditure specified in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements)’
4.6 Material differences
4.6.1
‘actual performance reported in the data workbooks.’ 
refers to 
‘actual performance specified in the data workbooks.’
4.6.2
‘Operating expenditure reported in Workbook 06 - operating expenditure’
refers to 
‘Operating expenditure specified in Workbook 06 - operating expenditure’ and means operating expenditure reported in the Data submission workbook table 8.5.2 DISAGG Opex - Operations & Maintenance Expenditure - regulatory accounts’. 
4.6.3
‘Capital expenditure by purpose reported in Workbook 07 - capital expenditure’ 
refers to 
‘Capital expenditure by purpose specified in Workbook 07 - capital expenditure’ and means capital expenditure by purpose reported in the Data submission workbook table 2.1.1 Prescribed transmission services capex (as incurred)’. 
4.11.1 Tax reporting – immediate expensing
‘List and explain the types of capital expenditure (such as refurbishment capital expenditure and capitalised overheads) associated with the immediate expensing of capital expenditure as reported in the data workbooks, if any’
refers to
‘List and explain the types of capital expenditure (such as refurbishment capital expenditure and capitalised overheads) associated with the immediate expensing of capital expenditure as specified in the data workbooks, if any’
4.13.1 Related party information
‘For each related party transaction reported in Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements’
refers to 
‘For each related party transaction specified in Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements’ and submitted in the Data submission workbook table 7.7.1 related party transactions. 
4.23 Large projects
For each large project reported in Workbook 07 – Capital expenditure
refers to 
‘For each large project reporting in Data submission workbook table 7.5 Large projects.’ 
Annual Information Order – Interconnectors - Section 6 – Assurance Requirements
6.4	Exceptions to audit or review requirements
6.4.4
· Workbook 06 Maintenance opex
refers to 
· Data submission workbook table 2.8.2 - Cost metrics for routine and non-routine maintenance 
6.6 Audit of actual financial information
6.6.2
· Workbook 06 – Vegetation management opex 
· Workbook 06 – opex by category 
refers to
· Data submission workbook table 2.7.2 - Expenditure Metrics by Zone 



[bookmark: _Regulatory_information_notice]Regulatory information notice - PWC - Section 4 – Supporting information
4.3 Regulatory Adjustments
‘Regulatory adjustments recorded in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements)’
refers to 
‘Regulatory adjustments specified in the data workbooks (Workbook 06 – Operating expenditure, Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements)’
The Regulatory adjustments must be submitted in the Data submission workbook table 8.1.1 Income Statement and tables 8.4.1 Operating & Maintenance Expenditure by purpose (and 8.4.2 Operating & Maintenance Expenditure by purpose – margins only)
4.7 Material differences
4.7.1
‘Operating expenditure reported in Workbook 06 - operating expenditure’
refers to 
‘Operating expenditure specified in Workbook 06 - operating expenditure’ and means operating expenditure reported in the Data submission workbook table 8.4.1 Operating & Maintenance Expenditure – by purpose. 
4.7.2
‘Capital expenditure by purpose reported in Workbook 07 - capital expenditure’ 
refers to 
‘Capital expenditure by purpose specified in Workbook 07 - capital expenditure’ and means capital expenditure by purpose reported in the Data submission workbook table 8.2.1 Capex by Purpose – Standard Control Services – Including Total Capital Contributions. 
4.14.1 Related party information
‘Each related party transaction reported in Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements’
refers to 
‘each related party transaction specified in Workbook 09 – Revenue and financial statements’ and submitted in the Data submission workbook table 8.7.1 Profitability tax data. 
4.19 Taxable income adjustments
‘Tax losses carried forward in Workbook 09 - Revenue and financial statements’ 
refers to 
‘Tax losses carried forward in Data submission workbook table 8.7.1 Profitability tax data’. 
4.22 Large projects
For each large project reported in Workbook 07 – Capital expenditure
refers to 
‘For each large project reporting in Data submission workbook table 7.5 Large projects.’ 
4.23 Circuit capacity
‘reported in Workbook 03 – Network metrics – Circuit capacity’
refers to 
‘reported in Data submission workbook table 3.5.1.3 Estimated Overhead Network Weighted Average MVA Capacity By Voltage Class, and table 3.5.1.4 Estimated Underground Network Weighted Average MVA Capacity By Voltage Class’.
Regulatory information notice - PWC - Section 6 – Assurance Requirements
6.4	Exceptions to audit or review requirements
6.4.4
· Workbook 02 – Export services – export volumes
· Workbook 03 – Asset metrics  Asset lives – standard control services 
· Workbook 03 – Asset metrics  Asset lives – alternative control services 
· Workbook 04 – Export services – all tables
· Workbook 05 – Export services – all tables
· Workbook 06 – Standard control – Maintenance – routine and nonroutine

refers to 
· Data submission workbook table 3.3.4 - Asset lives (Standard Control Services, Alternative Control Services)
· Data submission workbook tables 3.9.1 - 3.9.9 and all sub-tables on worksheet 3.9 Export Services
· Data submission workbook table 2.8.2 - Cost Metrics For Routine And Non Routine Maintenance
6.6 Audit of actual financial information
6.6.2
· Workbook 06 – Standard control - Vegetation management – total vegetation management
· Workbook 06 – Export services - Opex for provision of export services
· Workbook 07 – Export services - Capex for provision of export services

refers to
· Data submission workbook table 2.7.2 - Expenditure Metrics by Zone - Total Vegetation Management
· Data submission workbook table 3.9.10 - Export Services Opex 
· Data submission workbook table 3.9.11 - Export Services Capex 
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