AER templates for making a claim of confidentiality – for Reset RIN written response, basis of preparation and all attachments

1) AER Confidentiality Template

	Title, page and paragraph number of document containing confidential information.
	Description of the confidential information.
	Topic the confidential information relates to (e.g. capex, opex, WACC etc.)
	Identify the recognised confidentiality category that the information falls within. 

 
	Provide a brief explanation of why the information falls into the selected category. 

If information falls within ‘other’ please provide further details on why the information should be treated as confidential.
	Specify reasons supporting how and why detriment may be caused from disclosing the identified information. 
	Provide any reasons supporting why the identified detriment is not outweighed by the public benefit (especially public benefits such as the effect on the long term interests of consumers).

	Reset RIN – Regulatory Template and BoP 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Template 2.11. (Consolidated, actual and estimated workbooks).
	Forecast ASL
	Labour
	Other
	Ausgrid is currently undergoing restructure as part of NSW Energy Industry Reform Program whilst also negotiating a new Enterprise Bargaining Agreement.
	Public disclosure of these figures may potentially provide stakeholders (i.e. unions) with unfair bargaining power.
	Public disclosure of these figures may potentially provide stakeholders (i.e. unions) with unfair bargaining power.

	Ausgrid Template 2.15. 

Other operations and business support operating expenditure plan (ID00105) – Attachment 2.15.1,2.15.2 and  2.15 .3  – Insurance premiums/details 
Consolidated, actual and estimated workbooks. 
	Details of insurance policies including policy deductibles and limits, premiums and statutory charges, property values and premium rate (%)
	Opex
	Market sensitive  cost inputs
	Information is sensitive for insurance market negotiation/tender purposes.

Ausgrid’s approach has always been not to divulge the maximum amount of insurance limits purchased nor do we divulge insurance limits to external parties. Ausgrid considers these insurance cover limits to be commercial sensitive information.  
	Disclosing information would affect ability to negotiate competitive  insurance renewal premiums as insurance market could use this information to their advantage and jeopardise Ausgrid’s negotiating position.

Disclosing limit information could encourage additional claims (including size of claims), especially in relation to general liability which could lead to increased insurance premiums and in turn increased costs for customers. 
	There is no public benefit if we release this information only possible cost increases for customers if released due to higher insurance premiums.

	Reset RIN – Response to Schedule 1 (Written RIN response) 
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Response to paragraph 1.5(d), Table 4

	Details of the annual value of Ausgrid’s top 10 contracts (by value).
	Opex
	Market sensitive cost inputs
	The contracts relate to goods and services procured from third party suppliers in a competitive market environment.  The dollar value of these contracts is commercially sensitive information.
	Public disclosure of contract prices could potentially impact Ausgrid’s ability to negotiate market contracts in the future.
	Diminished ability to negotiate market contracts for services may lead to Ausgrid paying higher prices for contracted goods and services, resulting in a higher cost of providing distribution network services.  These costs would be passed through to electricity consumers.

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Response to paragraph 21.5 including Table 28

	Network support payments to third party owners of embedded generators.
	Opex
	Market sensitive cost inputs. 
	Network support contracts for supply of demand reductions are procured from third party suppliers in a competitive market environment.  Payments made under these contracts are commercially sensitive information.
	Public disclosure of contract prices for network services has the potential to reduce competition in this market and therefore increase prices to Ausgrid for similar services in the future.
	Higher network support payments for demand management (increased opex) are not in customers’/public’s best interest as adds to the price of electricity.  

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Attachment F Major contracts documentation
	Details of the annual value of Ausgrid’s top 10 contracts (by value).
	Opex, capex
	Market sensitive cost inputs
	The contracts relate to goods and services procured from third party suppliers in a competitive market environment.  The dollar value of these contracts is commercially sensitive information.
	Public disclosure of contract prices could potentially impact Ausgrid’s ability to negotiate market contracts in the future.
	Diminished ability to negotiate market contracts for services may lead to Ausgrid paying higher prices for contracted goods and services, resulting in a higher cost of providing distribution network services.  These costs would be passed through to electricity consumers.

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Attachment O Supporting Documents for Related Party Services – Ausgrid Head Office Building Colliers Valuation


	Valuation of Ausgrid’s head office building December 2013.
	Related parties
	Strategic information
	The confidential valuation was prepared for Ausgrid’s owner, the NSW State Government, to provide a market value of Ausgrid’s Head Office building for the purposes of the sale and lease-back of the building.
	Disclosure of the valuation details may potentially adversely impact Ausgrid’s ongoing commercial relationship with the incoming owner and lesser of the Ausgrid head office building.
	The NSW Government as owner of Ausgrid has already made public announcements regarding the sale of the Ausgrid head office building It is difficult to identify any further public benefit in disclosing the valuation given to the NSW Government prior to the sale . Consequently there can be no real public benefit in further disclosure that would outweigh the potential detriment to Ausgrid which is likely to arise from a disclosure.

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Responses to paragraphs 11.2-11.7 

	Methodology and assumptions include sensitive information about claims and premiums including premium allocation.
	Opex
	Strategic information
	Disclosing sensitive information can potentially prejudice Ausgrid’s legal position and could lead to a weakening in our negotiating position and increased costs relative to claims and premiums.
	Disclosing this information can detract from Ausgrid’s ability to negotiate competitive premiums and amicable claims outcomes potentially increasing premiums, claims and defence costs.
	Higher premiums and claims costs (increased Opex) are not in the customers’/publics’ best interest as this adds to the price of electricity.

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Attachment J Aon and Marsh Premium Estimates
	Methodology and assumptions include sensitive information about claims and premiums including premium allocation.
	Opex
	Strategic information
	Disclosing sensitive information can potentially prejudice Ausgrid’s legal position and could lead to a weakening in our negotiating position and increased costs relative to claims and premiums.
	Disclosing this information can detract from Ausgrid’s ability to negotiate competitive premiums and amicable claims outcomes potentially increasing premiums, claims and defence costs.
	Higher premiums and claims costs (increased Opex) are not in the customers’/publics’ best interest as this adds to the price of electricity.

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Attachment K Calculation of Self Insurance Allowance

	Methodology and assumptions include sensitive information about claims and premiums including premium allocation.
	Opex
	Strategic information
	Disclosing sensitive information can potentially prejudice Ausgrid’s legal position and could lead to a weakening in our negotiating position and increased costs relative to claims and premiums.
	Disclosing this information can detract from Ausgrid’s ability to negotiate competitive premiums and amicable claims outcomes potentially increasing premiums, claims and defence costs.
	Higher premiums and claims costs (increased Opex) are not in the customers’/publics’ best interest as this adds to the price of electricity.

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Attachment L Actuary Report on Self Insurance
	Methodology and assumptions include sensitive information about claims and premiums including premium allocation.
	Opex
	Strategic information
	Disclosing sensitive information can potentially prejudice Ausgrid’s legal position and could lead to a weakening in our negotiating position and increased costs relative to claims and premiums.
	Disclosing this information can detract from Ausgrid’s ability to negotiate competitive premiums and amicable claims outcomes potentially increasing premiums, claims and defence costs.
	Higher premiums and claims costs (increased Opex) are not in the customers’/publics’ best interest as this adds to the price of electricity.

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Response to 17.2(c) - Attachment M Employee Benefits Actuary Reports
	Details of Workers’ Compensation Actuarial reports
	Provisions
	Other
	Ausgrid’s approach has always been to not divulge to external parties the details of actuarial reports for workers compensation. Ausgrid considers these details to be commercially sensitive information.
	Disclosing actuarial report information could encourage additional claims (as well as increasing the size of existing claims), especially in relation to workers compensation which could lead to increased workers compensation payments and in turn increased costs for customers. 
	Higher workers compensation costs (increased opex) are not in the customers/public’s best interest as they add to the price of electricity

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Response to 17.2(c) - Attachment M Employee Benefits Actuary Reports
	Details of Employee Entitlements Actuarial reports
	Provisions
	Personal Information
	The employee leading the process is named in some of the actuarial reports as providing the information on behalf of Ausgrid.   Ausgrid considers this detail to be highly sensitive information.  
	Disclosing personal information could encourage other people to contact this person directly for information.  This could put the employee in undue pressure and stress which could affect their personal health and/or safety.  
	Personal safety of an employee should not override the public’s best interest.

	Ausgrid Reset RIN Written Response, Response to 17.2(c) - Attachment M Employee Benefits Actuary Reports
	Details of Employee Entitlements Actuarial reports
	Provisions
	Other
	Ausgrid’s approach has always been to not divulge to external parties the details of actuarial reports for employee entitlements. The information contains demographic information of employees by age and years of service, including expected retention rates, cashflow expectations and retrenchment scenarios.  Ausgrid considers these details to be commercially sensitive information.  
	Disclosing actuarial report information could affect negotiations with unions if they use the estimations and assumptions applied in the actuarial reports.  Providing this information could lead to higher wages costs and in turn increased costs for customers. 
	Higher wage costs (increased opex) are not in the public’s best interest as it adds to the price of electricity


AER categories of confidential information

· Information affecting the security of the network – information, which if made public, may jeopardise the security of the network or a NSP’s ability to effectively plan and operate its network.
· Market sensitive cost inputs – information such as supplier prices or information that would affect the NSP’s ability to obtain a competitive price in future infrastructure transactions, such as tender processes.
· Market intelligence – information which may provide an advantage to a NSP’s competitors for non-regulated or contestable activities.
· Strategic information – information such as the acquisition of land and easements, where the release of information might adversely impact the NSP’s ability to negotiate a fair market price for these items.
· Personal information- information about an individual or customer whose identity is apparent or can reasonably ascertained from the information which raises privacy considerations.
· Other – information a NSP claims as confidential but does not fit into on of the above categories.
NB: In addition to completing the confidentiality template a confidential (version which highlights in yellow the confidential information) and public version (exactly the same as the first, except that the confidential information is redacted i.e. removed or blacked out rather than highlighted).
2) Proportion of confidential material
	Submission Title 
	Number of pages of submission that include information subject to a claim of confidentiality


	Number of pages of submission that do not include information subject to a claim of confidentiality
	Total number of pages of submission
	Percentage of pages of submission that include information subject to a claim of confidentiality
	Percentage of pages of submission that do not include information subject to a claim of confidentiality

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


