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reference to how it assists in benchmarking/reviews/decision-making etc. – and this verification
information is also shared with networks to improve understanding. That process would also ensure
that irrelevant or unnecessary data is weeded out.
Attachment 1 contains our specific feedback on the data presented in the consultation workbooks, as
well as generic feedback on specific data currently supplied. Please note that this is initial feedback,
and we look forward to working constructively with the AER toward final data requirements that are
clearly defined, explained and consulted on.
Other information requirements
We support the proposal by the AER to reduce the reporting burden of non-data information. It is
important that there is no overlap with jurisdictional reporting, for example reporting for safety/major
events. For any non-data requirements, there should be clear definitions and explanatory documents
available for the information to be provided. The main non data requirement which we consider to be
important is the Basis of Preparation (BOP) as this provides details of data sources, methodologies
and assumptions underlying the data supplied by a network business. The provision by the AER of a
concise standardised template which could be used by all businesses would help streamline this
process.
Information assurance
Essential Energy supports continuing with independent audit assurance processes, however the level
of assurance required for different types of information should be considered. Depending on whether
the data is financial or non-financial, actual or estimated, what the AER will use if for - then different
levels of audit assurance may be appropriate. This more tailored approach would ensure that auditing
costs can be kept to an efficient level – auditing costs represent material amounts for network
businesses and are passed on to consumers in network prices.
We consider that the purpose of providing a statutory declaration requirement could be reconsidered.
We would suggest removing the statutory declaration requirement and replacing it with a requirement
for the network information to be accompanied by a covering letter signed by the CEO, attesting that
to the best of their knowledge, the information is accurate. This would align with the process for the
annual ring-fencing report, which is also required to be submitted with an independent assurance
report.
Updating information requirements
The AER is proposing to do a comprehensive review of its information gathering every four years, with
updates to information requirements as they arise between these periodic review cycles. When new
information requirements are issued between the proposed four year review cycles, adequate
consultation with businesses should be undertaken to help them understand why the data is required
and whether it is the best way of achieving the outputs required by the AER.
Sufficient time should be given to businesses to source the data and to collate it into the format
required. It will be important to minimise the number of additional information requests issued, given
the extra resource and cost commitments this will impose on network businesses. Furthermore, any
new data requirements should be on a prospective basis and not require back casting.
Information exchange
Easier sharing of information with the AER would be welcomed by Essential Energy. The cost
implications of any IT system changes for network businesses should be carefully considered and
consulted on with stakeholders and customers. Essential Energy uses the Rosetta RIN portal, as do
some other network businesses (any changes in data format will also need to be reflected in that
portal further increasing costs for customers). We understand that the export of data from this system
directly to the AER should be straightforward.
A central repository of data held by the AER, containing the most recent version of data submitted,
which can be easily downloaded into an Excel format would be of great benefit to data users and
Essential Energy would welcome the prioritisation of this development. Information security issues
would also be a very important consideration, in particular, compliance with critical infrastructure
legislation requirements.
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