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Introduction
As per Clause 6.8.2 (c)(6) of the National Electricity Rules, in accordance with the AER’s Confidentiality Guideline[footnoteRef:1] and Section 33 of Schedule 1 of the AER’s Final Reset RIN, Evoenergy is providing the AER with a completed confidentiality template (Table 1) that identifies parts of the regulatory proposal, supporting documentation and data that Evoenergy claims to be confidential and wants suppressed from publication. The proportion of confidential material notice is provided in Table 2. [1:  AER, 2017, Confidentiality Guideline, August 2017.] 


The AER Confidentiality Guideline allows the following categories of confidential information
· Information affecting the security of the network – information, which if made public, may jeopardise the security of the network or a NSP’s ability to effectively plan and operate its network.
· Market sensitive cost inputs – information such as supplier prices or information that would affect the NSP’s ability to obtain a competitive price in future infrastructure transactions, such as tender processes.
· Market intelligence – information which may provide an advantage to a NSP’s competitors for non-regulated or contestable activities.
· Strategic information – information such as the acquisition of land and easements, where the release of information might adversely impact the NSP’s ability to negotiate a fair market price for these items.
· Personal information – information about an individual or customer whose identity is apparent or can reasonably ascertained from the information which raises privacy considerations.
· Other – information a NSP claims as confidential but does not fit into any of the above categories.

Evoenergy has engaged with stakeholders about the types of information they need access to in order to understand and assess the substance of all issues arising from the information provided as part of the regulatory proposal. This resulted in minimal redactions and narrower confidential claims. As per Section 3.3 of the Confidentiality Guideline, Evoenergy has
· in confidential versions of documents, highlighted the confidential information in yellow shading.
· provided a public version of the documents which contain the confidential information. The public version has clearly identified the Information that Evoenergy wishes to claim is confidential by blacking out that confidential information. Public versions retain the same formatting and page numbers as the confidential version.
· submitted the confidentiality template in Microsoft Word format.
· for electronic documents, specified in the filename whether it is “public” or “confidential."
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CONFIDENTIALITY TEMPLATE
	Title, page and paragraph number of document containing the confidential information
	Description of the confidential information.
	Topic the confidential information relates to (e.g. capex, opex, the rate of return etc.)
	Identify the recognised confidentiality category that the confidential information falls within. 
	Provide a brief explanation of why the confidential information falls into the selected category. 
	Specify reasons supporting how and why detriment would be caused from disclosing the confidential information. 
	Provide any reasons supporting why the identified detriment is not outweighed by the public benefit (especially public benefits such as the effect on the long term interests of consumers).

	
	
	
	 
	If information falls within ‘other’ please provide further details on why the information should be treated as confidential.
	
	

	Appendixes to attachments
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sternberg Feeder project – Audit
	Information related to the operation of the network
	Asset Management
	Strategic information
	This contains sensitive information about Evoenergy's operation
	Information which, if made public, may jeopardise security of the network or Evoenergy’s ability to effectively operate its network
	There is no public benefit to disclosing private employee information.

	Bruce Substation project – Audit
	Information related to the operation of the network
	Asset Management
	Strategic information
	This contains sensitive information about Evoenergy's operation
	Information which, if made public, may jeopardise security of the network or Evoenergy’s ability to effectively operate its network
	There is no public benefit to disclosing private employee information.

	Initiative AM13 – Final Report Failure Mode Effects Analysis Pilot Project, May 2015, pages 2, 3.
	Private employee information.
	Asset Management
	Personal information
	This contains the name and signatures of specific Evoenergy employees involved 
	Disclosing the confidential information raises privacy considerations for Evoenergy employees
	No material public benefit would be gained from the disclosure of this information. 

	Power Transformers, Bushings, & On-load Tap Changers FMEA, July 2016, pages 3, 4.
	Private employee information.
	Asset Management
	Personal information
	This contains the name and signatures of specific Evoenergy employees involved 
	Disclosing the confidential information raises privacy considerations for Evoenergy employees
	No material public benefit would be gained from the disclosure of this information. 

	Policy - Financial governance for the Energy Networks Division, page 7, paragraph 4
	Information related to the Gas network 
	Capex/opex
	Other
	Information relates to the gas network which is excluded from the Electricity Networks regulatory submission
	Disclosing this information may impact Evoenergy's management of the gas network, but indirectly providing competitors with information pertaining to the gas network that does not form part of the electricity regulatory submission
	No material benefit is foregone due to this confidentiality claim. Competitors benefit from the operation of gas market

	Procedure - Financial governance for the Energy Networks Division, page  8; paragraphs 1-5, page 9; paragraphs 1-7
	Information related to the Gas network 
	Capex/opex
	Other
	Information relates to the gas network which is excluded from the Electricity Networks regulatory submission
	Disclosing this information may impact Evoenergy's management of the gas network, but indirectly providing competitors with information pertaining to the gas network that does not form part of the electricity regulatory submission
	No material benefit is foregone due to this confidentiality claim. Competitors benefit from the operation of gas market

	Procurement and Contract Management Policy - PO5001, page 7; paragraph 2, page 11; Table 6.
	Private employee information.
	Asset Management
	Personal information
	This contains the name of specific Evoenergy employees involved 
	Disclosing the confidential information raises privacy considerations for Evoenergy employees
	There is no public benefit to disclosing private employee information.

	Cutler Merz - Unit rate review
	Unit rates
	Capex
	Market sensitive cost inputs
	This information contains underlying internal (and contractor) unit rate costs which, if published, could affect Evoenergy’s and other service providers’ ability to obtain competitive prices in future procurement processes.
	Revealing unit rates for procuring particular types of goods or services could set a floor in the market when procuring such services in the future. Disclosure could therefore harm Evoenergy's business interests and, ultimately, increase costs passed onto customers.
	While the detriment of publishing the information is clear, Evoenergy is not aware of any material incremental benefit from the AER publishing this information, as opposed to using it on a confidential basis. Confidentiality arrangements can be put in place to allow access to the information for the relevant interested parties involved in regulatory processes.

	Evoenergy ICT Expenditure Proposal, various tables in pages 31, 32, 35, 38. 41, 44, 48, 52, 55, 56, 61, 66, 67.
	Information regarding estimated supplier prices and internal labour costs
	Capex
	Market sensitive cost inputs
	Information regarding estimated supplier prices and internal labour costs that if made public would jeopardise Evoenergy’s ability to obtain competitive prices from suppliers.
	Disclosure of information relating to supplier prices and internal labour costs may impact Evoenergy’s ability to negotiate fair market prices for these products and services in the future.
	No material public benefit would be gained from the disclosure of this information. Consumers benefit from Evoenergy’s ability to negotiate fair market prices to ensure efficient costs.

	Secondary Systems Strategy 
	Information relating to cyber security risks and Evoenergy commercial in confidence
	Capex
	Information affecting the security of the network
	The secondary systems strategy contains sensitive information on the technologies, architecture and vulnerabilities of SCADA, protection, and communications systems; the cyber security posture and proposed mitigations. 
	The document would provide an adversary with sensitive information that could result in a successful cyber-attack to the Evoenergy control systems and network protection.
	No material public benefit would be gained from the disclosure of this information

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Appendix 6.1 - Vegetation and private electrical infrastructure step change - 31 January 2018. page 19; Table 5, pages 28-30, 32-35; Appendix A
	Market sensitive cost estimates
	Opex
	Market sensitive cost inputs
	Detailed costs estimates for contracted vegetation management costs
	Disclosure of this information may adversely influence tender outcomes for competitively sourced contacts
	Consumers benefit from fair market outcomes. No material public benefit would be gained from the disclosure of this indicative incentive payment estimation at this stage of project scoping.

	Appendix 6.2 - CutlerMerz - Strathnairn demand management step change - 31 January 2018
pages 14, 16-17
	Market sensitive cost estimates
	Opex
	Market sensitive cost inputs
	Indicative cost estimates and quantities of incentive payments to customers is market sensitive information which may influence market outcomes.
	Disclosure of this information may adversely influence market outcomes 
	AER requires averaging periods to be provided on a confidential basis.

	Appendix 8.1 Averaging periods
	Proposed averaging periods for use in calculating the prevailing return on debt for each year of the regulatory control period and the risk free rate
	Rate of return
	Market sensitive cost inputs
	AER requires averaging periods to be provided on a confidential basis.
	AER requires averaging periods to be provided on a confidential basis.
	AER requested confidentiality

	Appendix 8.2.1 to Frontier Economics Report: An equity beta estimate for Australian energy network businesses
	Response to confidential AER working paper
	Rate of return
	AER requested confidentiality
	AER requested confidentiality
	AER requested confidentiality
	No material public benefit would be gained from the disclosure of this information. 

	Models
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Forecast capex model
	Model outlining Evoenergy's capital expenditure
	Capex
	Market sensitive cost inputs
	Evoenergy tenders on a periodic basis for external capital works and maintenance work, such as street lighting maintenance, and the release of this information will severely disadvantage Evoenergy in an open competitive market.
	Information contains details on the current suppliers and contracts. Disclosure of this information may affect Evoenergy’s ability to obtain competitive prices in the future.
	Consumers benefit from Evoenergy negotiating competitive market labour rates to ensure efficient costs.

	RIN Appendixes
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	RIN Appendix 9 - Vegetation report 1, page 1
	Private employee information.
	Asset Management
	Personal information 
	Personal employee information redacted 
	Disclosing the confidential information raises privacy considerations for Evoenergy employees
	No material public benefit would be gained from the disclosure of this information. 

	RIN Appendix 10 - Vegetation report 10, page 1, 6
	Private employee information.
	Asset Management
	Personal information 
	Personal employee information redacted 
	Disclosing the confidential information raises privacy considerations for Evoenergy employees
	No material benefit is foregone due to this confidentiality claim. Consumers benefit from the operation of competitive markets for non-regulated/contestable activities.

	RIN Appendix 15  -Customer support and marketing services Service Level Agreement, June 2015
	Service agreement between ActewAGL Distribution and ActewAGL Retail
	RIN requirement 
	Market intelligence
	Details of the service agreement may affect Evoenergy's competitors for non-regulated or contestable activities 
	Disclosure of information relating to ActewAGL Retail and other non-regulated/contestable activities may provide an advantage to Evoenergy’s competitors in these activities.
	No material public benefit would be gained from the disclosure of this information. 







Proportion of confidential material
	Submission Title 
	Number of pages of submission that include information subject to a claim of confidentiality
	Number of pages of submission that do not include information subject to a claim of confidentiality
	Total number of pages of submission
	Percentage of pages of submission that include information subject to a claim of confidentiality
	Percentage of pages of submission that do not include information subject to a claim of confidentiality

	Consumer overview
	0
	24
	24
	0%
	100%

	Overview of the regulatory proposal
	0
	42
	42
	0%
	100%

	Attachments to the regulatory proposal
	0
	476
	476
	0%
	100%

	Supporting appendices to the Regulatory proposal's attachments
	149
	2633
	2782
	5%
	95%

	Models (number of) submitted
	1
	13
	14
	7%
	93%

	RIN compliance appendixes
	40
	205
	245
	16%
	84%

	Cover letter
	0
	1
	1
	0%
	100%

	Total
	190
	3394
	3584
	5%
	95%



[image: ]
[image: ]

RIN Appendix 12: Confidentiality claim
Page 3 of 13

RIN Appendix 12: Confidentiality claim
Page 10 of 13


[image: ]RIN Appendix 12: Confidentiality claim)
Page 13 of 13

[image: ]RIN Appendix 12: Confidentiality claim (VError! No text of specified style in document.)
Page 12 of 2

image1.jpg
energy




image3.jpg




image2.jpg




