1/16/2020 Atlassian is just one of several Aussie companies which have pledged to use 100% renewable energy — and one has already met th...

BRIEFING
(HTTPS://WWW.BUSINESSINSIDER.COM.AL

Atlassian is just one
of several Aussie
companies which
have pledged to use
100% renewable
energy — and one has
already met the goal

SHARON MASIGE

(HTTPS://WWW.BUSINESSINSIDER.COM.AU/AUTHOR/SHARON-
MASIGE)
SEP 18,2019, 5:38 PM

f 4 4 in N

(https://edge.alluremedia.com.au/upi4tfs/bi
Aussie companies are pledging to use 100% renewablq:ﬁgﬁgy
sources. (Peter Macdiarmid
/Getty Images)

BUSINESS

https://www.businessinsider.com.au/australian-companies-climate-pledge-2019-9 1/10


https://www.businessinsider.com.au/briefing
https://www.businessinsider.com.au/author/sharon-masige
https://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.businessinsider.com.au%2Faustralian-companies-climate-pledge-2019-9&t=Atlassian+is+just+one+of+several+Aussie+companies+which+have+pledged+to+use+100%25+renewable+energy+%E2%80%93+and+one+has+already+met+the+goal
https://twitter.com/share?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.businessinsider.com.au%2Faustralian-companies-climate-pledge-2019-9&text=Atlassian+is+just+one+of+several+Aussie+companies+which+have+pledged+to+use+100%25+renewable+energy+%E2%80%93+and+one+has+already+met+the+goal%20(via%20@BIAUS)
https://www.reddit.com/submit?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.businessinsider.com.au%2Faustralian-companies-climate-pledge-2019-9
https://www.linkedin.com/shareArticle?mini=true&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.businessinsider.com.au%2Faustralian-companies-climate-pledge-2019-9&title=Atlassian+is+just+one+of+several+Aussie+companies+which+have+pledged+to+use+100%25+renewable+energy+%E2%80%93+and+one+has+already+met+the+goal&summary=While+the+government+drags+its+feet%2C+some+Aussie+businesses+are+taking+a+stand+against+climate+change.
mailto:?to=&body=I%20thought%20that%20you%27d%20be%20interested%20in%20this%20article%20from%20Business%20Insider%20Australia:%20https://www.businessinsider.com.au/australian-companies-climate-pledge-2019-9&subject=Atlassian%20is%20just%20one%20of%20several%20Aussie%20companies%20which%20have%20pledged%20to%20use%20100%%20renewable%20energy%20%E2%80%93%20and%20one%20has%20already%20met%20the%20goal
https://edge.alluremedia.com.au/uploads/businessinsider/2018/07/solar.jpg

1/16/2020 Atlassian is just one of several Aussie companies which have pledged to use 100% renewable energy — and one has already met th...

o With the Global Climate Strike taking
place this week to demand an epd t0,..
the use of fossil fuels, we take a look at

HTTPS://WWW.E
the Aussie companies which have

COMPANIES-
pledged to use 100% renewable energy.

¢ Atlassian, Commonwealth Banl'4if¢t

Westpac are among the list of loeabce-
outfits which have signed the pledge to
transition to renewables.

9&SUBJECT=ATL

e Bank Australia is the only Australian

bank that has reached its goal c')?ﬁssTi%qé
100% renewable energy. OF SEVERAL
AUSSIF

While the government drags its fe€PANIES

some Aussie businesses are takingyacH Have

stand against climate change. peeo10
USE 100%

RELATED VIDEO
RENEWABLE

16 inventions getting us off'f”
Much of the world's energy comes from noff¥RENE.

HAS
ALREADY
MET THE

GOAL)

16 INVENTIONS GETTING US OFF FOSSIL FUELS AND INTO ...

https://www.businessinsider.com.au/australian-companies-climate-pledge-2019-9

2/10


mailto:?to=&body=I%20thought%20that%20you%27d%20be%20interested%20in%20this%20article%20from%20Business%20Insider%20Australia:%20https://www.businessinsider.com.au/australian-companies-climate-pledge-2019-9&subject=Atlassian%20is%20just%20one%20of%20several%20Aussie%20companies%20which%20have%20pledged%20to%20use%20100%%20renewable%20energy%20%E2%80%93%20and%20one%20has%20already%20met%20the%20goal

1/16/2020

On Friday September 20, the Global
Climate Strike is taking place around the
world, demanding an end to the use of
fossil fuels. The strikes are being held
just days before the UN Climate Action
Summit
(https://www.un.org/en/climatechange/)
on September 23 and will happen again
on September 27.

“If we don’t act now to transition fairly
and swiftly away from fossil fuels to
100% renewable energy for all, the
injustice of the climate crisis will only
get worse,” the Global Climate Strike
website said.
(https://globalclimatestrike.net/)

“We need to act right now to stop
burning fossil fuels and ensure a rapid
energy revolution with equity,
reparations and climate justice at its
heart.”
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In light of the climate strikes, we took a
look at the Australian businesses that
have committed to using 100%
renewable energy. These companies
signed on to the RE100 list, where they
commit to using 100% renewable
electricity by a specific year — 2050 at the
very latest (http://there100.0rg/re100).
Among the signatories are Google,
Facebook, H&M, Microsoft, Sony and
Nike.

These are the Aussie companies on the
list:

Atlassian

The software company has set a target to
achieve 100% renewable electricity
globally by 2025. Atlassian co-founder
Mike Cannon-Brookes also plans to
attend one of the planned climate strikes
(https://www.businessinsider.com.au/mike
cannon-brookes-is-attending-the-global-
climate-strike-and-encouraging-
atlassian-employees-to-join-him-in-
protesting-the-climate-change-
emergency-2019-9).

Westpac
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Westpac is targeting 100% renewable
electricity by 2025 — with an interim
target of 45% renewable energy by 2021.
In April 2019, it entered an agreement
with Bomen Solar Farm near Wagga
Wagga in New South Wales to source 63
gigawatt-hours of renewable electricity
annually
(https://www.westpac.com.au/news/making
news/2019/04/westpac-to-go-100pc-
renewable-by-2025/) to power its
operations globally. The solar farm is set
to be operational in 2020.

Bank Australia

Bank Australia aimed to use 100%
renewable energy by 2020 and actually
reached its goal in May 2019. It was the
first bank in the country to do so.

“Being the first bank in Australia to
switch to 100% renewable electricity is a
huge achievement for us,” Damien
Walsh, Bank Australia Managing
Director said in a statement
(https://www.bankaust.com.au/about-
us/news/planet/bank-australia-switches-
to-100-renewable-electricity/). “Our
customers have told us they want to see
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clear action on climate change, and
we’re pleased to show how business can
lead on climate.”

Walsh added that by running on 100%
renewable electricity, Bank Australia will
be avoiding 780 tonnes of carbon
emissions per year — the equivalent of
taking 232 cars off the road.

Commonwealth Bank

Commonwealth Bank was the first
Australian company to join the RE100

list
(https://www.commbank.com.au/guidance,
renewables-two-thirds-energy-needs-
201811.html) and has a target of having

its operations use 100% renewable

energy by 2030.

“Around the world, forward-thinking
companies want access to clean, cheap
power that lowers emissions and

increases competitiveness,” Sam
Kimmins, Head of RE100 at The Climate
Group said in a statement
(https://www.commbank.com.au/guidance,
renewables-two-thirds-energy-needs-
201811.html).
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“As the first Australian business to join
RE100, Commonwealth Bank will
achieve exactly that, while helping to
lead Australia’s transition to a clean
energy future.”

QBE

Insurance company QBE pledged to have
100% renewable energy across its global
operations by the end of 2025.

“As an international insurer, with
insurance products covering a diverse
portfolio around the globe, we are
acutely aware of the risks and
opportunities that climate change
presents for our customers and our
business,” QBE Insurance Group CEO,
Pat Regan said in a statement
(https://www.qbe.com/media-
centre/qbe-targets-renewable-
electricity).” This decision aligns with
QBE’s support for the objectives of the
Paris Agreement and our efforts to
support the transition to a lower carbon
economy.”

Honourable mentions

Domino’s
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Domino’s partnered with Construction,
Supply & Service (CCS) to launch a
renewable energy strategy for the
company’s stores around Australia.

The strategy included the installation of
renewable solar power systems and the
use of energy demand controllers, which
de-energise non-essential electrical
equipment during peak power use.

Since the strategy was implemented at
Domino’s Aspley in 2017, there has been
a 34% reduction in energy use and a 48%
saving in electricity costs.

Now Domino’s has 70 stores with energy
demand controllers installed, with more
stores in the works.

“These stores have seen energy
reductions of up to 22 per cent and
electricity savings of up to 27 per cent in
the past 12 months alone,” Domino’s
Australia and New Zealand CEO Nick
Knight said in a statement.

Carlton & United
Breweries
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Carlton and United Breweries (CUB) has
a mission to source 100% of its electricity
from renewables by 2025
(https://cub.com.au/better-world/). The
company said on its website that it
expects to meet that goal well before
2025.

CUB, which owns Victoria Bitter, last
week announced that its iconic beers
will be produced using solar power
(https://cub.com.au/victoria-bitter-puts-
the-australian-sun-to-work-as-it-goes-
solar-in-2020/).

The energy will be generated from the
Karadoc Solar Farm in Victoria, with
solar panels to be installed atop VB’s
Abbotsford Brewery in Melbourne and
Queensland’s Yatala Brewery by 2020.

CORRECTION: A previous version of this
article incorrectly stated Atlassian’s
target as 2020. It is actually 2025.
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