
AER amended decision – AusNet Services contingent project application – tranche 1 

22 August 2017 

On 21 August 2017, the AER Board determined that the AusNet Services proposal for 
contingent project funding was approved but with modifications to the amounts sought in the 
proposal as lodged on 31 March 2017. AusNet Services submitted their application in real, 
$2016. We have used real, $2015 as the basis for presenting the calculations of incremental 
capital and operating expenditure in each remaining year of the regulatory control period. 
This is because the Post-Tax Revenue Model calculation is expressed in real, $2015. To 
correspond to the proposal, the adjustment to the total capital expenditure is expressed as a 
real, $2016 amount.  

We first published our decision document on 21 August 2017. However, we discovered 
minor errors with Tables 1 and 3. To correct these minor errors, we have amended the 
decision document of 21 August 2017 with the corrections provided for in this document.  

In accordance with clause 6.6A.2(e)(1) of the National Electricity Rules (NER) we have 
determined: 

 The amount of capital and incremental operating expenditure, for each remaining year of 
the regulatory control period that we consider is reasonably required for the purpose of 
undertaking the contingent project is:1 

Table 1 - Capital and incremental operating expenditure (real, $2015) 

 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Incremental capital expenditure  6.94   53.24   39.50   0.12   0.0 

Incremental operating expenditure 0.0 0.61  0.71  0.78  0.73  

 The total capital expenditure we consider is reasonably required for the purpose of 
undertaking the contingent project is $97.4m (real, $2016).2 

 The contingent project has commenced and the likely completion date is 30 April 2019.3 

 On the basis of the capital and incremental operating expenditure stated in Table 1 
above, and otherwise in accordance with clause 6.6A.2(b)(4),4 we have calculated the 
incremental revenue which is likely to be required by AusNet Services for each 
remaining regulatory year as a result of the contingent project being undertaken to be:5 

Table 2 – Incremental revenue calculation and x-factors ($nominal) 

 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Return on capital 0.0 0.5 4.0 6.6 6.5 

Return of capital (regulatory depreciation) 0.0 0.7 1.8 2.4 2.6 

                                                
1
 NER clause 6.6A.2(e)(1)(i). 

2
 NER clause 6.6A.2(e)(1)(ii). 

3
 NER clause 6.6A.2(e)(1)(iii). 

4
 NER clause 6.6A.2(e)(2). 

5
 NER clause 6.6A.2(e)(1)(iv). 



Operating expenditure 0.0 0.6 0.8 0.9 0.9 

Revenue adjustments 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

Net tax allowance 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.3 

Incremental Annual Revenue Requirement 

(unsmoothed) 0.0 2.0 6.8 10.2 10.2 

Incremental Annual Revenue Requirement 

(smoothed) 0.0 0.0 7.3 10.8 11.4 

% change 0.00% 0.00% 1.18% 1.68% 1.68% 

In accordance with clause 6.6A.2(h), we have used the capital expenditure and incremental 
operating expenditure determined in accordance with clause 6.6A.2(e)(1)(i) to amend the 
post-tax revenue model to determine the effect of any resultant increase in forecast capital 
and operating expenditure on: 

(i) the annual revenue requirement for each regulatory year in the remainder of the 
regulatory control period; and 

(ii) the X factor for each regulatory year in the remainder of the regulatory control period.6 

We determine the effect to be: 

Table 3 – Annual revenue requirement and x-factors ($nominal) 

 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Annual Revenue Requirement 

(unsmoothed) 

 
589.98  

 
580.14  

 
621.58  

 
672.20  

 
690.10  

Annual Revenue Requirement (smoothed)  
586.05  

 
597.87  

 
624.06  

 
654.53  

 
689.82  

X Factors 8.27% 0.30% -2.01% -2.50% -3.00% 

We also determine the total smoothed annual revenue requirement should be adjusted to 
$3 152.3 million ($nominal), based on the revenue requirements and X factors set out in 
Table 3. This corresponds to a total unsmoothed annual revenue requirement of $3 154.0 
million ($nominal). 

We have not amended the roll-forward model. 

We will publish the reasons for decision by 31 August 2017. 

 

 

                                                
6
 NER clause 6.6A.2(h)(3). 


