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Dear_ Ms-,Groves, '

After reading this, 1 see the authors of this AER draft have missed the most important

issues and problems associated with the smart meters, whether by i 1gnorance or by :

1ntent The Australian Energy Regulator only acknowledges the issue ‘of cost recovery —
“money”— not a mention of the most important issues. This is only deals with pricing;

~ times-of use, savings to the public (which don’t actually ex1st) and forcing people to use .

‘less electricity Wh11e being charged far more for it. . . : : |

If the Liberal Government honestly wanted th‘e true opinion of the Victorian public, then
a letter of notification of this public submission should have been posted to every |
- household and business due to receive a smart meter. That did not happen, and this
- media release was not W1de1y dlstnbuted, therefore the vast majority of the Victorian
- public do not know of its existence. I only found out about it'by a friend who came
- across it by chance in a newspaper article. Therefore this response will be by no rmeans
" atrue indication of the amount of anger that exists amongst the Victorian public over
 this disastrous smart meter program If the- Victoria Government wanted to introduce.
such a flawed system, then a citizen’s / res1dents referendum should have been.
_ undertaken well before its nnplementatlon A thorough and comprehenswe ook into its
- many problems should have been carried out. This was obviously not done, and now -
* look at the disastrous mess this government is in, mcludmg the respons1b1e authorrtles
. leave themselves wide open to 11t1gat10n , [ _

. The entire smart meter roll out program IS the problem and it needs to be completely
abandoned The Energy Regulator dooument misses that point and instead asks the:

_ -public to comment on hypothetical issues of possibilities when the smart meter is
operating. Another area of great confusion (which is certainly no accident) concerns
_When the smart meter is first installed and operates similar to the old analogue meter. It
s at a later date When the upgrade of mlcrowave radlatlon in the air is 1ncreased from



3G towers to 4G often by the 1 means of extra radlatron emitting antennas on street

o “power poles - that the pulsed high frequency microwave radiation is then turned on from
the power company to the smart meters, 1o’ operate through homes and propertles That

is when people are becomrng Very srck and sometlmes forced to flee therr homes

As shown on Channel 9’ “A Current Affa1rs program on Tuesday, 26 May 2011 and
‘Channel 7°s “Today Tomght” programs, two' examples of this in Melbourne subuibs are
Glenyce and Ian Murray of McLeod, and Peggy and Drew Beltsiis of Seaford. Even the
plants formerly growing near thelr smart meters have died, .The microwave readings

- from the smart meters were s0 h1gh that the spectrum analyzer meter used by David -

Mould, (the Victorian disttibutor for- Y Shield Products from Germany) to measure the )
~ microwave rad1at10n levels had to be turried oﬁ or the machme could have been -

" damaged!! ‘There are many others sufferrng from thls mrcrowave radratlon who do not

- wish’ to be 1nterv1ewed on v programs ' : '

k]

o 'In the Umted States “Smart meter refu ees” is the name iven to €0 le who have had BN
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“to flee their homes due to smart meters pulsmg mrcrowave radratlon through thelr homes .
~and propertles at frequent 1ntervals ‘ - . o

~ The World Health Orgamsatlon of the Unlted Natrons has ﬁnally admrtted microwave.
‘mobile radiation may cause adverse health effects.in humans. On 31 May 2011 the
International Agency for Research on Cancet, class1f1ed rad1ofrequency radiation as

‘possible carcinogenic to humans’. This followed a week-long meeting in Lyon,

- France of radiation experts from 14 countries, who heard about the increased risk of

~ glioma brain tumors that have been associated with mobile phone use. D1rector of the -
TARC (a workmg group ‘committee of the:WHO) Chrlstopher Wild said “given the e
~ potential consequences for pubhc health of this'classification and findings, it is -
important that additional research be conducted into the long term, heavy use of mobile

~ . phones’. ‘Dr Wild said ‘it is important to take pragmatic measures to reduce exposure o

such as hands- free devices or texting’. This classification made by the IARC of the
WHO is the same as was previously apphed to magnetlc fields from’ electrrcal sources of
-more than 4 mrthauss (mG) referred to as electromagnetrc radrat1on ' '

. The smart rneter grid requrres the mstallatlon of 4G (fourth generatron) ereless v
~ networks.- There ‘will be up to 2 million extra dev1ces on the Energy Australia Network

- alone, which are in addition to the multrple telecommumcatrons networks, paglng
“services, W1-F1 networks and other broadcast services already in existence. This
microwave radiation has been assoc1ated with brain tumors, genetic damage, cancers

and changes to the body consrstent wrth ill health at levels of radiation far below: -
’ hal sfandards.’ Many screntlflc stiidies have linked these levels of mlcrowave
"'irth"mrtrally gettmg depressron 1rr1tab111ty, sleep problems; memory.-and-’

pr s, and headac s before ‘-more_ ser1ous srde effects eventually




- _ Ut111ty compames claim that em1ssmns comply w1th mternatlonal standards but '

" international standards do not protect.against t the sort of radlatlon emrtted and pulsed out .
by this equlpment They do not protect against curhulative, non heatmg, long-term -
effects, nor.do they make allowance for individual susceptrblllty Ifyou somehow _f T
consider the possibility that people will not notice this, and will be’ able to carry on their
day to day lives normally. without adverse health effects, then you are sadly mrstaken
~ very naive, and have a. lot to learn on thls subj ect in What is becornmg a Very short

e perrod of time for you.

- The evulence for adverse health eﬂects from RF and mzcrowave radzatwn is currently
" very strong and growing stronger with each new study, said Dr. David Carpenter from :
the University at Albany in 2008. Prime Minister Julia Giilard stated on nat10nal o
television news on Monday, 23 May 2011: We must take notice and act on what the’
~sczentzf ic world and the scientists are sayzng - they are the experts-in their field. She .
‘was.referring to the chmate ch.,.-ge reportjust handed’ down however, the e‘rtensrve
sc1ent1ﬁc research on pulsed rmcrowave rad1at1on is Just as compellrng, 1f not more SO.

A few examples from the hundreds of peer revzewed sczentlf ic studies from around the
- world showing adverse health effects from telecommunlcatlons mrcrowave rad1at10n
- which is:similar to wireless smart meter radiation:

@® The Seletun Statement A meeting held at Seletun in Norway from 17 21
“November 2009." Scientists, urge authorities to take" action now based on current '

' scientific evidence for ‘potential global health risks’

(2). The Porto Alegre Resolution. Held in Brazﬂ in May 2009 Followed the
“International Workshop on Non—lomsmg Radlatron Health and Env1ronment i
3y The Blo-Inltlatlve Report of August 2007 Was mstrumental 1n the Appeals
. Court case held in Versailles, France The verdlct was handed down on 4 February 2009

‘against a telecommumcatrons company, forcing them to ‘have their mrcrowave radratron s

" commiunications tower drsmantled due to publlc health problems. |
4 Abdel-Rassoul Report Egypt (2006)
.(5) Benevento Resolution , Italy (2006) WWW. 1cems eu/resolut1on htrn
(6) - Helsinki Appeal, Finland 2005) - : : :
And there are more. studres that could be hsted Wthh for reasons of space I have not

- There are also serious concems about pr1vacy regardlng smart meters Th1eves could

_ obtain this information through hacking the system, or by br1bery ‘Other remote dev1ces -

~in our homes will be able to be controlled (similar to programming your TV channels) to.
allow access into remote garage doors, wireless computers, digital TV sets; ‘mobile |
phones and other appliances.. There are already plans to control gas and water usage 1n
' the same way. . Dr Roger.Clarke, Chairman of the- Australlan Privacy Foundation, sa1d .
- that he was “seriously concerned” about the | privacy. nnplrcatlons of this technology
- “There is little doubt that rhost designs are. ‘highly’ prlvacy invasive” he said: Not only
will the information collected by the utilities companies provide 1nformat10n about the
~ absence of people from their property, but it will prov1de patterns of usage that will
| allow observers to mfer much about what is actually gomg on 1ns1de someone’s home.



o 'Wul cost each houseliold, and how much We-are-pa

Dr. Clarke expressed astomshment that electrlcal ut111t1es have not consulted the Prrvacy
Foundation about the 1nsta11at10n of this technology, and said that they don’t seem to:
~ havea basic understandrng of the pr1vacy law or prrvacy consrderatlons of the pubhc
- He sa1d thls isa serlous over51ght : R : :

‘ The V1ctor1a Mlmster of Energy, Hon M1chae1 o’ Brlen, stated on Channel 9 s “A
- Current Affairs” program on 31"May 2011 that “we have spoken to the dzstrzbutzon R
* businesses, we have urged them to ensure that nobody is forced to accept a smart meter L
at this point in time”, However, in reality this is still not happening. The Energy
Minister also stated in a sigried letter to the public that “since I January 2010 all
Victorian households (and most busmesses) are paying for smart meters through thezr '
eleclrzczty bills whether or noz‘ they have a smart meter mstalled ” '

In your reply to this submlssron 1 would hke to know how much money 4 smart meter
ing for the smart meter in each - -
.quarterly (three months) bill. Slnce we are bein harged for this smart meter, we own

it Itis not a lease; as we have not entered into any ‘agreement or contract with the
- power companies on th1s matter We did not ask or agree to be charged for this, it will
_ -be forced on us, and money taken from us under false pretences wrthout our consent

In Austraha where a democracy is supposed to be 1aw and rule the people have the

. right of choice to say no and the freedom to decide their own fate. The mandatory '
‘installation of smart meters destroys the values. held dear to a demiocracy and.

- challenges: people s democratlc rights. The Government and elected representatlves are
- —or should be - pubhc servants. They are encumbered with duty of care obligations to -

" act in'our best interests; mcludlng the health 1nterests of “we the people Laws that are

* against the interests of our. health are ultra virez, or out51de the power of the governrnent
- to'enact. With the recent French legal precedent. now set, it enables government
ministers and the “respon31b1e authorities”, to be held accountable and liable, under their
oath of office. There are now potentially hundreds of Victorians ready to take legal
‘class action, should this state-wide smart meter installation continue. You may think -
~ there has been too much money spent on it to date to scrap it, but that will be nothlng
.compared to the billions of dollars you will be spending if you allow this smart meter -
“roll out to continue to- fruition. If by any chance you. still underestimate the amount of
resolve in the communlty to refuse these smatt meters, then you are sadly m1staken and
_ w111 1nev1tab1y pay.the consequences of your ﬂlppant dlsregard S

' ‘Yours falthfully, o R




